
 

 

       STLD Flyer- February 2008 
                                                                         News & Forthcoming Events from the STLD 
 

 
 

STLD at Broadcast VideoForum 2008 
 
The STLD is once again exhibiting at the VideoForum Show 2008, which has this year merged with the 
BroadcastLive Show to take over the entire Earls Court Two exhibition centre from 10am on Wednesday 
30th January until 4pm Friday 1st February. 
 
You can register for free entry on the VideoForum website- entry on the door is £15 if not registered in 
advance, but why not help out on the STLD stand for an hour or two whilst visiting the show? We'll look 
after your coat and bags, and you'll get somewhere to meet up with other members.  
 
As in previous years STLD members are involved in a number of seminars at the show. At 11.45 on Friday, 
Andrew Dixon will present “Stepping out of the shadows- lighting for video in church” in the Religious 
Broadcasting Seminar Theatre. In the Arri Production Skills Theatre there will be numerous sessions 
presented by Dave Lock and Jonathan Harrison. Take a look at the VideoForum website 
www.broadcastvideoforum.co.uk for full details. 
 
Places for all seminars are available free on a first come first served basis from the Seminar Registration 
desk at the front of the exhibition hall. 
 
If you can help out manning the stand please contact Paul Middleton to let him know when you can help. 
If possible he will try and arrange an exhibitors badge, but as these may not be available until you arrive at 
the show please make sure that you register online to ensure your free admission. 
 
Contact: Paul Middleton exhibitions@stld.org.uk or call 07720 446921 
 

 
BBC Millbank visit & the AGM 
 
…will be held on the 28th of February- see separate notice. 

 
 
News just in!!! 
 
Dave Davey has invited members to visit Elstree Studios on Friday 29th February. Dave is currently the 
Lighting Director for another series of ‘Dancing on Ice’ and has kindly offered to show members how this 
award-winning show is made. 
 
As this meeting has only just been agreed the details are still being planned, but the outline is that you 
would have to arrive at Elstree Studios for a 17.00 meeting, and it would probably be over by 19.00 although 
there might well be some socialising after. Anyone attending has to be on a security list so if you would like 
to take advantage of this offer please contact Bernie Davis - details below. 
 
In the next couple of weeks we will sort out the final details which will be posted on the website and also 
passed on to anyone who has responded to this notice - there will not be time for a further flyer. 
 
This meeting will be fascinating to experienced LDs and to newer members alike so get there if you can. 
Numbers might have to be limited depending on the response so reply as soon as possible to ensure your 
place.  
 
Contact:  Bernie Davis berniedavis@stld.org.uk  or call 07860 662736 
 
 
 

 



 

 

 
STLD Northern Tour 2008 
 
Plans are advancing for the STLD Northern Tour 2008. As previously advertised the trip will be a weekend 
visit to several locations around Bradford and Wakefield. The exact itinerary is still being finalised but the 
outline is as follows:-  
 
Pickup by Coach from a London mainline train station around 2-3pm on Friday 28th March, travel to 
Wakefield with evening meal upon arrival and hotel. Saturday morning visit STLD sponsor Litestructures 
then travel to Leeds to visit ITV Yorkshire studios and hopefully Emmerdale location village. Travel to 
Bradford for evening meal and hotel. Sunday morning visit the National Media Museum (formerly the 
National Museum of Film Photography and Television) in Bradford to see the BBC Heritage collection 
stored at Black Dyke Mills, then return to the Museum for a tour of the Insight collection of historic 
photographs and TV equipment. There will then be a chance to tour the new Television galleries and 
finally a viewing of a film in the Imax cinema. The coach will then leave around 3.30 back to London.  
 
Contact  Paul Middleton  exhibitions@stld.org.uk  or call 07720 446921 
 
 
 

The Knight of Illumination 
 
STLD Sponsors Clay Paky have announced a new awards event, to be known as ‘The Clay Paky Knight of 
Illumination for the Year 2007, in association with the ALD and the STLD’ and the presentation will be 
held at the ABTT Exhibition in June 2008. They would like to give recognition to lighting excellence in 
Television, Theatre and for Live Events, and have invited the STLD to help them gather the TV 
nominations to offer a judging panel. 
 
To that end STLD members are invited to offer nominations in the following categories: 
 
Light Entertainment 
Special Events 
Drama 
Music Programmes 
 
Nominations should be submitted in the form of a DVD or VHS tape that includes the clip to be judged 
which should be from three to ten minutes long, and should be accompanied by a completed entry form 
and a brief testament to the qualities demonstrated. Any programmes made and first transmitted in the UK 
between June 1st 2007 and 15th March 2008 are eligible, with the closing date for entries being 31st March. 
You do not have to have worked on a production to nominate it, and members are allowed to present their 
own work if they wish. 
 
A nomination form is enclosed- entries should be sent to Bernie Davis at the following address: 
 
11 Bloomfield Crescent 
Ilford 
Essex IG2 6DR 
 
Queries should be sent to Bernie at sponsors@stld.org.uk  
 
 
 

The AC Lighting North Tradeshow 
 
 
The event takes place on 29th and 30th April in the Saviles hall at the Royal Armouries Museum in Leeds, 
which is adjacent to the original location and is now the city’s largest exhibition venue. As well as the main 
exhibition, there is a complementary theatre seminars programme,  a bar and dining area. The STLD is 
planning an informal meeting during the show- please let Bernie Davis know if you’re planning to go. 
 
Contact  www.aclighting.com/tradeshow   or call 0113 255 7666 
  And Bernie Davis on 07860 662736 
 
 
 
 



 

 

 
 
 

Future visits 
 
These are some of the events in the pipeline, more details to follow when the exact dates are known 
 

• A trip to Rome to visit Clay Paky  

• A look round the Martin Professional Factory in Denmark in April (contact Stuart Gain to register 
an interest & be sent more details when they are known) 

• Student Forum & visit to the Stanley Kubrick Collection at the London College of Communication 

• The BBC’s new Pacific Quay studios in Glasgow 

• A meeting to look at the many options in the media servers market 
 
 
 

Guest Editor for Television Lighting magazine 
 
Paul Middleton is taking the reins of the next issue of Television Lighting magazine. A major feature of the 
Summer Issue is to be a census of the state of the TV Lighting market - Making Light Work Week 2008. 
 
We would like to produce a sort of census of the state of the TV Lighting business in 2008, by looking at  
what Members and Sponsors are doing during one week in 2008. The chosen week is March 24th - 30th,  the 
week after Easter. We are asking all members and Sponsor companies to produce a diary or blog of what 
they are doing during that week. For Sponsor members this could be a list of TV programmes or events 
worked on during that week. How many crews were out? How many freelancers were you employing? 
What types of equipment did you supply - Lots of moving lights, a tungsten rig, discharge sources? Can 
you cope with the demand? 
Have you had to buy new kit or get rid of old redundant kit? How much of what you were supplying 5 or 10 
years ago is still going out today? Are budgets better or worse? Do producers plan any better, or is 
everything done at the last minute? Get your crew chiefs to note the highlights of the week. If you are a 
manufacturer, then (anonymously if you prefer) tell everyone what you feel about the industry at present. 
Are profit margins holding up? Can you get investment to fund new developments? Is it getting harder to 
compete as more companies are absorbed by international groups? Is being taken over a good or a bad 
thing? How long does it take to develop new products? Would you better off just leaving your money in the 
bank?    
 
If you are a freelancer then your input is most valuable. Names will not be used in reports unless you want 
to supply a personal blog of what you did that week, but we would love to hear from EVERY member, both 
Full and Associate, with what you did that week. e.g Worked on location for 3 days as Lighting Director, 1 
day recce, 3 days waiting for the phone to ring. How long a day do you work? Do productions pay for your 
travel time? Do you have to bid very competitively to get work, or do producers book you based on your 
reputation?  If you are happy to say how much you got paid for each day then so much the better. Do you 
work with a wide range of clients at one or two regular studios or programmes, or is your work much more 
random? If you have time to keep a detailed blog of what you got up to during the week for inclusion in the 
article then great. Your general comments on the state of the industry will be most welcome. How have you 
progressed in your career over the past 5 or 10 years? When did you join the industry? How long have you 
been doing your current job? Would you recommend your kids to follow in your footsteps? Do you work 
sensible hours, or regular 6 x 12 hour days per week? 
 
Please send all notes and blogs to editor@stld.org.uk as soon as possible after the 30th March. If you are 
going to participate then it would be useful if you could also email editor@stld.org.uk beforehand to say 
that you will be joining in. We want to find out as much as possible about what is going on in our industry 
and we need your help. 
 
The submission date for all other material for the next issue is 1st May 2008. If you are working on an 
interesting programme in the next few months then this is your chance to get your name in print. Don't 
worry if you have never written an article before- if you get the basic facts and some interesting pictures, 
we'll help you put it together. 
 
Contact  editor@stld.org.uk  or call 07720 446921 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

Knight of Illumination Proposal Details  
Please complete this form and include with any nomination submitted 
 
 

Name of Proposor 
 
 

E-mail address  
 
 
Phone number 
 
 

Programme Nominated (inc episode if relevant) 
 
 
 
If recording is longer than ten minutes please indicate clearly which section should be judged. This needs 
to be a clip no less than three minutes and no longer than ten minutes. 
 

Date of Original Transmission 
 
 

Category for Judging 
(LE / Special Event / Drama / Music Programme) 
 
 
 

Where Broadcast 
 
 

Name of Lighting Director / DOP 
 
 

Optional - please give a brief account of reasons for merit, and what you liked about the result. 
Consideration will be given to factors such as adverse conditions, originality, production brief, as well as 
overall quality. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Include this form with the recording and send it to: 
 
Bernie Davis 
11 Bloomfield Crescent 
Ilford 
Essex IG2 6DR 
 
Please send all entries by 15th March 2008 at the latest. 


